
MINUIES

of the

COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI

June 18. 2021

THE REGULAR MEETING OF THE COUNCIL OF THE COUNTY OF MAUI, STATE OF
HAWAII. WAS HELD ONLINE ONLY VIA BLUEJEANS. ON FRIDAY, JUNE18, 2021,
BEGINNING AT 9:04 A.M., WITH CHAIR ALICE L. LEE PRESIDING.

COUNCIL CHAIR ALICE L. LEE: Will the Maui County Council meeting of June 18, please
come to order.

Before we begin Members, just wanted to say please look at the, In the chat, and the
morning greeting is in there so just for your information, when you go to Saigon Cafe
in the morning, and you say, to Jennifer, the owner, xin chao, xin chao.

Okay, roll call.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK JAMES G.M. KRUEGER: Chair, proceeding with roll call.

ROLL CALL

COUNCILMEMBERS SHANE M. SINENCI, MICHAEL J.
MOLINA, KELLY T. KING, GABRIEL JOHNSON, TAMARA A.M.
PALTIN, NATALIE A. KAMA. VICE-CHAIR KEANI N.W.
RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ, AND CHAIR ALICE L. LEE.

PRESENT:

COUNCILMEMBER YUKI LEI K. SUGIMURA.EXCUSED:

(Councilmember Sugimura was not present when the roll was called; however,
she arrived at 9:09 a.m.)

CHAIR LEE: Xin chao, everyone. Good morning and yes, I  look forward to a very productive
meeting. Thank you.

Everyone, we have eight present and one excused for now. Deputy Clerk, correct?
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Yes, Chair. A quorum is present to conduct the business of the
Council.

For the record, I am Deputy County Clerk James Krueger. Also present from the Office
of the County Clerk are County Clerk Kathy Kaohu; and Legislative Division staff Joyce
Murashige, Lauren Saldana, and Dell Yoshida.

Joining the meeting from the Department of the Corporation Counsel is Corporation
Counsel Moana Lutey.

CHAIR LEE: Opening remarks, may we call on Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

OPENING REMARKS

The opening remarks were offered by Council Vice-Chair Keani Rawlins-Fernandez.

(Councilmember Sugimura arrived at the meeting at 9:09 am.)

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Enlightening words, beautiful. Clerk, Mr. Clerk.

Oh, yes. Now, may I ask everyone to join me in reciting the Pledge of Allegiance.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The Members of the Council rose and recited the Pledge of Allegiance.

CHAIR LEE: Members, at this time we will set, oh, before I mention that, before we proceed
with today's agenda, may I please request that everyone keep their microphones
muted unless it's your time to speak. Decorum shall be maintained at all times.

So, at this time, we will set the Consent Calendar. For the first time, it's maiden voyage.
Are there any requests to add or remove items from the Consent Calendar?

Okay, are there any objections? Oh, Member Sugimura.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: In the Consent Calendar, is there 21-272, the contracts?
Just asking.
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CHAIR LEE: Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Cause actions on the Consent Calendar. 21-272 is listed

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Urn, yes. It's part of the exercise.

So, because this is our maiden voyage, if Member Sugimura, if you would like to
272, because you would like to request a grant or contract from it, then youremove

may request its removal from the Consent Calendar now.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: I do not have that request, but I know that our fellow
Members often do, and I was wondering why it was in the Consent Calendar, so?

CHAIR LEE: Well, do others have a request to remove that item from the Consent Calendar?
Now is the time.

Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Sorry, I was trying to find my cursor. Urn, I don't have a need to
remove it, but can we still remove items from the grants and contracts, or we cannot?

Okay, then maybe, yeah, maybe we should remove it.

CHAIR LEE: Okay.

Any objections to removing that item from the Consent Calendar.

MEMBERS VOICED NO OBJECTIONS.

CHAIR LEE: No objections. So, ordered. Okay, that one is out.

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Mahalo, Chair. Urn, so, Member Sugimura asked

why it was in the Consent Calendar? And I explained. But I'll explain one more time.
We're doing this for the first time, and so I wanted to go through this exercise, so that
Members have a feel for how easy it is to remove something from the Consent
Calendar. Mahalo, Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Any more questions. Members?

Member Kama.
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COUNCILMEMBER KAMA; Thank you, Chair. So. urn, Vice-Chair, it was a very easy ask to
remove something from the Consent Calendar, is it just as easy to add something to
the Consent Calendar?

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ: Absolutely.

COUNCILMEMBER KAMA; Thank you.

CHAIR LEE; Very good, so far. The voyage is okay.

Any other questions, or proposals to add or remove anything? If not, we will proceed
with the Consent Calendar.

Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ; Mahalo, Chair. I'll explain. Clerk, Deputy Clerk. So,
this part of the agenda, we set the calendar, the Consent Calendar and then we
proceed with public testimony. After the meeting minutes, then we'll take action-

CHAIR LEE; Oh, that's right, that's right.

VICE-CHAIR RAWLINS-FERNANDEZ; -on the Consent Calendar.

CHAIR LEE; Exactly. I’m sorry. Okay. We'll come back to the Consent Calendar after we're
done with testimony and the minutes.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; Chair, proceeding with the presentation of testimony on agenda
items. Members of the public may testify by connecting to the Council's online meeting
by phone or video conference through the information posted on today's agenda.

Individuals connected by phone are currently on mute and will be unmuted when it is
their time to testify. Individuals connected by videoconference should keep both their
video and microphones off and should turn them back on when it is their time to testify.

Testimony is limited to the items listed on the agenda. Individuals may testify for three
minutes per item. When testifying, please state your name and the name of any
organization you represent, as well as the items on which you will be testifying. Please
also identify to the Council if you are a paid lobbyist.
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After your testimony has concluded, please disconnect from BlueJeans. Once the
testimony period is closed, only the Councilmembers, staff, and designated resource
persons will be connected to the meeting. All other individuals will be disconnected.
The remainder of the meeting can be viewed on Akaku Channel 53 or on
mauicounty.legistar.com. Individuals may also be disconnected from the meeting at
any time for breaking decorum.

Chair, the first person we have signed up to testify is Keisa Liu, to be followed by Nick
Drance.

CHAIR LEE: Okay, and then after Mr. Drance, maybe you can let us know how many people
in total have signed up, okay?

Ms. Liu, good morning.

PRESENTATION OF ORAL TESTIMONY

MS. KEISA LIU (testifying on Committee Report No. 21-39):

Good morning. Aloha, Chair Lee, Vice-Chair Rawlins-Fernandez, Councilmembers,
and members of the public. My name is Keisa Liu, and I am here to testify on
CR 21 [sic], first reading on the visitor accommodation moratorium bill. As I've stated
in previous testimony, I am in full support of this bill. I believe we the community are in
a toxic relationship with the tourism industry. It is time for us to set boundaries, so we
can establish a healthy relationship. We need time to evaluate our situation, and ask
ourselves, is it balanced? Are we the people reaping the same benefits? Do we feel

like equal partners? Or do we feel used and abused?

I said this once and I will say it again, our quality of life, our environment, and our
resources

protect the residents of Maui County. And I'm going to ask again, please take the time
during the moratorium to investigate how we can regulate the amount of tourist that
come to our islands by plane? I understand this is a Federal level request, but our
Congressman Kaiali'i Kahele is a Hawaiian Airlines pilot and on the Committee for
Transportation and Infrastructure, surely he can give us some type of guidance.

Cause here’s what I see. airlines have been increasing their flights to Maui at an

unregulated and alarming rate. And I believe this was done to justify . . . increase the
size of our airport and build more visitor accommodations. I believe the goal was to

are at the mercy of the tourism industry and it's time for us to do more to
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keep us so busy and stressed and distracted that we would not have been able to
mobilize, mobilize against the expansion until it was too late. But then COVID

happened, and we were reminded what our life was like before the traffic and the smell
of banana boat. We were reminded that the quality of our lives mattered.

Now the airlines are attempting to pick up that momentum again by offering cheap

flights to Maui. The destruction of our quality of life is not worth the money. We need
this bill. And thank you, Councilmembers for taking action to put the people ahead of

profits. Mahalo for your time and for allowing me to voice my thoughts and suggestions
on this matter.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Any questions for the testifier. Members? If not, thank you Keisa,
Ms. Liu.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK; Chair, the next testifier is Nick Drance, to be followed by Darla

Palmer-Ellingson.

Chair, after Mr. Drance, there are nine more testifiers.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

Mr. Drance.

MR. NICK DRANCE [testifying on County Communication Nos. 21-278 & 21-280; Committ^
Report Nos 21-38. 21-39. & 21-44: and Bill Nos. 56 (2021), 57 (2021), & 58 (2021J1:

There we go Okay. Alright. Thank you. Good morning, Chair. Council. I would like
to testify on six agenda items, 21-39, 21-280, 21-38, 21-278 and 21-44. My written
testimony I sent in two days ago is generally what I was going to say. I changed my
mind. I was going to read what I thought. I'm going to read what I thought about all
night long and what woke me up in the middle of the night.

Regarding 21-39, the more I think about my testimony on these items today, mull it
over in my head, I realize something, I think these measures really, merely indicate
respect for our land and the water. I expect will pass. What makes me angry and what
woke me up at 4:00 a.m. this morning is why the heck isn’t this unanimously passed
as quickly as possible, as quickly as we can find  a way to put teeth in it?

Why should we grovel, hat in hand like orphans asking for another bowl of porridge?
Why should we have to fight about getting more and more commercial buildings and
mainland stores and hotels all built by and for people who don’t live here. They do
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nothing for us but destroy our way of life and treat a tiny special place like this, as if it
is the mainland.

What's going on here? You're going to hear plenty of testimony explaining why this
moratorium is so desperately needed and yet we already know these things from prior
testimony. That means we're trying to convince you to watch over our interests, so 1
wonder, are we represented or are we ruled over? Is it your job to protect us and our
island from outside threats? Don't the people that live here come first before those
who do not? This should be unanimous.

The Planning Commissions from all three of the islands voted to add climate mitigation
wording to the Countywide plan in CR 21-38. Not only do they vote for it unanimously,
but they also added even stronger wording. If they were voting on this, as you are
asked to do, it would surely be unanimous, so why isn’t it? It should be with you.
Whomever this historic moment is lost on will need to explain to their children,

grandchildren, and future generations. It’s impossible for a Hawaiian or anyone else
to vote against this if they love and respect the land that god has blessed us with and
put in our care. Why should there be so much urgency in building hotels that it couldn’t
wait two years until the south and westside communities have had a chance to say,
have their say in the matter?

Again, do the people who don't live here take priority over the people who do? I really
hope that Michelle is holding off on the issuance of permits until this is decided. It's
only a matter of weeks. Everyone else does in situations where policy like this is being
debated. I'd like to ask my representative to tell us the answer, and if there's a rush on

permit reguests, then we'll all know that people think the system is rigged against
residents. Packing in stores, and hotels, and condos we can’t afford on both sides of
Piikea between Azeka and Safeway has already been approved. You guys let the

Maui Coast expansion happen despite the public outrage. Am I at three minutes?

CHAIR LEE; Yes. Could you go on to your next item?

MR. DRANCE; Okay. Alright. Just in 10 seconds. I wish, I ask Councilmembers to come to
South Kihei, and sit in the traffic and look at the beaches and see what it's like already,
before the Maui Coast expansion.

CR [sic] 21-280, relating to the expeditious submission of proposed hotel moratorium
with the planning commission. Some of us see the urgency about the welfare of this
island more than others, as 1 said, as you know, as you can see. As one of them, I

urge the Council to approve 21 -280 without delay.
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Regarding 21-38, unanimous vote by the islands, Maui County to include wording
related to climate change in the . . . countywide plan. As I've mentioned, after
embracing the original request by the CARE Committee that the countywide plan be
revised, the Maui, Moloka'i, and Lana'i Planning Commissions built on that by
suggesting additional wording that strengthened the original request. Let us support
their wishes with the same sense of urgency that their unanimity demonstrates.
Obviously, there is widespread support for addressing the conditions we see right
before us, right now, today and into the future.

Climate change jeopardizes our way of life. The entire western third of the mainland
is in drought conditions. Hoover Dam reservoir is at its lowest level since it was built
in 1931. Water levels are down as much as the Statue of Liberty is tall. Their hydro

generators cut production 15 percent and in a couple of months it'll be 20. They
stopped giving water to the farmers.

Drought has been a problem for so many years, that's what we see today. Do we think
that the island of Maui is immune from something that's obviously happening around
the globe? According to the Maui News yesterday, once again we ourselves find
ourselves in drought conditions. The clock is ticking. Let's get moving on this, please.

CC 21-278, relates to the establishment of agricultural land designation. So much of
our island has been rezoned to urban from agricultural without the approval of

residents. Switching it back sounds refreshing. Some of you may be tired of hearing
me talk about the Maui Island Plan that demands that we maintain a small town, rural

nature of our island. That's per residents, as I've said time and again. That plan was
approved at every level of government and established by ordinance. Not following it
is essentially against the law. No one is above the law. Changing land designated as
ag, then changing it back to urban, now back to ag is right, particularly since the first
change occurred since after the plan was approved. Let's make things right and do
this every where you can, until all community plans are updated. It's too late in some
places. The builders have already had their way with the land.

Regarding CR 21-44, the establishment of conditional permits for zipline and bungee
jumping. Council, time and again residents who reside on properties adjacent to these
businesses have asked for their right to live in peace on their own properties be
respected. Effective permitting requirements will protect those rights and ensure that
we don't have traffic jams in pastures and the like. They deserve respect.

Very quickly, section "M. Ordinances". These bills relate to capital improvements
related to Waiale land acquisition. They look great. I don't know about the other things
included in this item to comment on. The ability of the Mayor to engage the
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U.S. Department of Agriculture relating to the Lahaina Watershed, we need help in the
South Maui Watershed, as of five years ago. That’s important.

Limited exclusions related to excavations associated with cesspools. Cesspools are a

major issue according to the State of Hawaii, on our island. So anything happening to,
watching over excavations with regard to them is important.

The other item about the effect of drainage on adjacent properties. The problem with

the Maui Lu property, in fact, this is exactly what it is, they took care of what's in front
of them and the wastewater, rainwater, so forth, is draining off on either side of them,

so that's kind of a loophole there. Last, lastly, issues of excavation relating to the
County Archaeologist, actually this is a legitimate problem in the proposed luxury
22-acre Wailea resort area. This is something that we really, really need to pay
attention to.

So, Council, in summary, all of my testimony today and every time you've heard from
me is about respecting the land and the people. I'm at a point where it's time to say the
people like me, the Sierra Club and other organizations ask only for that and we
shouldn't have to come to you with hat in hand.

Councilmembers, thank you so much for all the good work that you do. I appreciate it.
As I've said many times before, we have never seen a Council that works as hard and
does such landmark wonderful things that you do. Mahalo nui.

CHAIR LEE; Ms. Paltin has a question.

MR. DRANCE: Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Thank you, Chair. Thank you, Mr. Drance for your testimony.

My question was for 21-278.

Dm, we had about five hearings on this matter and we couldn't come to a consensus

to change it back to agricultural and the reason was, they wanted to have urn, an ag
subdivision, which kind of was like gentleman estates.

MR. DRANCE; Yeah.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN; Just to clarify, you're asking for this to be changed back to

agriculture?

MR. DRANCE; Well, the last-
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COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: . . . but I couldn’t get-

MR. DRANCE; Well, the last thing, the last thing we want is gentleman estates. 1 can't say
that if I had millions of dollars, I wouldn't do it myself, although I probably would grow
things, well let's, you know. 1 mean, I’m, I tell the truth, I totally would grow things that I
could take to farmers market and, and all that stuff, but 1 wouldn't make a lousy
dishonest excuse of pretending like I'm treating it as ag land, and meanwhile, it's, you
know, my estate. So, let's get this thing converted to ag land and do it properly without
gentleman estates, and I'm sorry, but you can tell by the tone of my testimony this
morning. And 1 want to be nice about it.

Your job, Councilmembers is to protect us, the residents, and to protect this island. No
fooling around, no games. The people that live here now come first before the people
that don't live here. So, gentleman estates is not what the people of this island want.
We want agricultural land. We want the Maui Island Plan adhered to and I'm tired of
griping about this, and nobody else pays attention to core vision statement, and mission

We want small town rural atmosphere preserved. Focus Maui Nui
documented that. The same goes for this land, put it back to ag and no games. Sorry
for yelling.

COUNCILMEMBER PALTIN: So, you want it back to ag. Got it. Thank you.

statement.

MR. DRANCE: I'm sorry for yelling.

CHAIR LEE; Member King.

COUNCILMEMBER KING; Thank you. Chair. Urn, aloha Nick. I just wanted to follow-up on
that issue of the Maalaea Mauka land. You know, that was the original request from

the developer to put it back to ag, so they could develop it into an ag subdivision.

MR. DRANCE; Oh. Ag subdivision or~

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yes. So, the, at which we would not have any control over it if it
was converted to ag. So, the, the budget includes a, you know, a proviso in the Open
Space Funds to purchase that land and keep it in open space.

MR. DRANCE: Okay.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: That's what, that's what the budget, this current budget coming
up starting July 1, has in it.
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MR. DRANCE: And that's what 1 thought as I read this, that was my understanding about the
County allocating funds to-

COUNCILMEMBER KING: To convert it to ag, then the current owner may just hang on to it
and develop it. So, just to let you know, that s what you re asking.

MR DRANCE: Sorry. Yeah, sorry. 1 got that confused with the Waiale property capital
provements and purchase of lands. I got the two mixed up. But you see the intent

of what I'm trying to say.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: So, you would support it staying in open space?

MR DRANCE- Absolutely. And this is the point, Councilmember, this is the point that I’m
trying to make. I feel like I'd like to see a list of all the land that was converted from ag
and open land to urban since community plans were established. So, we talk about
exceptions to SMA permits and stuff like that, look, you know, why have the rules if
people can make exceptions carte blanche? Why establish a community plan, if people
can change the land use designations that were established at the time? I don't mean
to be on a rant this morning, but you can see. you know, people are angry.

COUNCILMEMBER KING: Yeah. I just-

MR. DRANCE: I'm passionate. I'm so sorry.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. Drance.

MR. DRANCE: Alright.

CHAIR LEE: You're only our second testifier.

MR. DRANCE: I'm so sorry.

CHAIR LEE: No.no. Thank you.

MR. DRANCE: Mahalo.

im

Thank you very much. Any more questions from other Councilmembers?
Alright, thank you. And now we'll go to our third testifier.

MR. DRANCE: Thank you so much. Aloha.

CHAIR LEE:
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DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next testifier is Darla Palmer-Ellingson, to be followed
by Mike Moran.

MS. DARLA PALMER-ELLINGSON. CLIMATE ACTION ADVISORY COMMITTEE (testifyina
on Committee Report No. 21-39):

Good morning. Xin chao, County of Maui Councilmembers. My name is Darla Palmer-
Ellingson and I'm submitting this testimony on behalf of the Climate Action Advisory
Committee, or CAAC in support of CR 21-39.

Climate Action Advisory Committee provides community input and proposals to Maui
County Council and Administration on issues related to the effects of the climate crisis
of Maui County and actions to mitigate and adapt them.

The proposed moratorium on building permits for visitor accommodations is just a small
pause to consider our future. It does not affect current projects including those that
have approval but have not yet started construction. Construction will still continue.
Some say that this does not go far enough. Overtourism is killing the environment and
our way of life and is going to kill tourism without action.

Our post pandemic economic recovery has exceeded expectations. Domestic travel
to Maui in April 2021 was 178,000, this is already almost up to pre-pandemic levels
with April 2019 at 209,000. Before the pandemic, our mood, traffic, and whole way of
life was at risk from overtourism. Tourism should be a healthy and appropriate mix of

our economy; it is not as evidenced by how far it's exceeding our community plans.
We are at a tipping point, facing diminishing returns where Maui is no longer no ka oi.
If you keep allowing more visitor accommodations to be built, more visitors will come.

The effects of increased tourism and worsening the climate crisis and eventually
making Hawaii unable to support human life is even more profound. As the Hawaii
Legislature, as you know, declared a climate crisis for the State, an increase in visitor
lodging will result in an increase in visitor traffic and other environmental impacts. We
therefore ask that this item continue to be addressed under the CARE Committee as it
moves forward.

In a 2010 study, UH Manoa published an energy economics emissions rates generated
by visitor demand are estimated to be higher than that of residents by a factor of 4.3 for
carbon, 3.2 for methane and 4.8 for nitrous oxide. That’s mostly due to the huge
amounts of greenhouse gas emissions from trans-pacific flights and from the intense

of rental ground transportation. 18 million tons of C02 equivalent emissions wereuse
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generated by air travel in 2019, to and from Hawaii. That can be compared to a total
of 7.8 million tons from all power plants and refineries, and 4 million tons from all ground
transportation. Do you want to continue . . . emissions? Almost done. If I could just
wrap up.

CHAIR LEE: Sure. Go right ahead.

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: This data does not begin to address the impacts of tourism once

they're on island, where tourists far outnumber residents and exceed our community
plans. Maui does not need more visitor accommodations and more visitor traffic. On
the contrary, we desperately need to reduce them for climate change reasons, and to
increase resident housing. The CAAC urges the County Council to consider preserving
our island culture, support resident housing, embrace potential climate crisis benefits,
and pass CR 21-39, creating a moratorium on building permits for visitor
accommodations. Mahalo.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you, Ms. Ellingson. Questions?

Mr. Johnson.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you for your informative testimony, Ms. Ellingson. I

just wanted to clarify your question, your data,  I was trying to write it down. Can you
tell me again what is the amount of carbon spent per visitor coming here or the total
tonnage?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: Sure. Urn, 18 million tons of C02 equivalent emissions were

generated by air travel in 2019, to and from Hawaii.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: And then do we have a formula for carbon budget, like per

person? Or is there, do you know that? Did you mention that?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: I have some factors for emissions that when you add in tourism,

those emissions are greatly increased. So, the tourism numbers for carbon are
4.3 times greater for carbon, 3.2 times greater for methane, and 4.8 times greater for
nitrous oxide. And I also wanted to offer within the CAAC, we've got some great climate

scientist and engineers and really fabulous people, so if you want any additional
information. I'd be happy to provide that to you.

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Okay. Alright, thank you so much, Ms. Ellingson. t have no
further questions. Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Any other questions? If not, thank you very much, Ms. Ellingson.
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MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: Thank you.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: I have a question.

CHAIR LEE; Mr. Clerk.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: Chair.

CHAIR LEE: Yes. You have a question?

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; 1 do, yeah. Thank you. Nice seeing you, Darla.

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON; Hi.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; Hi, the, the impacts that you're, the data that you gave us,
thank you very much. It's caused by air travel, is that what you said?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON; It's air travel and ground transportation and other environmental
impacts just by having, you know, the sheer volume of additional people on the island.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So. for air travel, um. the, those are the number of flights
coming in and related to this year, visitors.

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: Right. Yes.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; And the ground transportation that your scientist have
gathered, where did that data come from?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON; Um-

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA; What is the date?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: This is from a study from UH Manoa.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: That you can, you can then connect the number of visitors
on the ground renting cars or something that is causing this ground transportation,
correct?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: Yes. There's a study on energy economics that I can send you.
I can see if there's any more updated data that's been collected since then. 1 would be
happy to do that as well.
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COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: So, air travel, the only, I've been saying, and I'm not sure
if it's clear, but the only person, or only group that can stop air travel here, \A/hich are
bringing visitors to Maui, Lana'i, Moloka'i, or Maui County is the Federal government.
So how do you anticipate stopping or maybe your group has a theory about how we
can stop air travel, and create, you know, better climate or, you know, not have this
climate impacts. Does your group have a, have a suggestion?

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON; I'm so glad that you asked me that. You're entirely correct. I
think that there's very, very little impact we can have legally as far as stopping air travel.
How you can stop it is to stop building vacation rental rooms. If there's not rooms for
people to stay in, they won't come here.

COUNCILMEMBER SUGIMURA: That's interesting, cause they're still coming here. But
thank you.

CHAIR LEE: Alright. Any more questions.

MS. PALMER-ELLINGSON: If you stop it right now, they're only going to fill up the rooms that
are, that are existing right now. And there's other strategies that you can employ, like
you know, creating more resident housing rather than visitor accommodations from
some of those existing units.

CHAIR LEE: Okay. Thank you. Thank you, Ms. Ellingson. No more questions? Appreciate
you coming to testify.

Mr. Clerk.

DEPUTY COUNTY CLERK: Chair, the next person we have signed up to testify is Mike
Moran, to be followed by Christopher Delauney.

(testifying on CountyMR. MIKE MORAN. KIHEI COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION
Communication No. 21-280 and Committee Report No. 21-39):

Aloha, Chair Lee and xin chao to you and to the Council.

CHAIR LEE: Thank you.

MR. MORAN: Mike Moran, speaking for the Kihei Community Association and unpaid
speaker. We are not paid.
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We're testifying this morning on two items, 21-280 and 21-39. We'il try to keep it brief
and not repeat the things that you've heard so much before. But on 21-39, we ask you
to approve it at its first reading. And one new piece of information, related information,
is what we feel the community is asking for and those Councilmembers that are
supporting are asking for, is a pause here. We’re asking to take a break and figure out
what we can do?

And I thought that was an interesting editorial in Civil Beat this morning, where a
business group based on Honolulu was looking at many other places that are facing
similar situations with, we can call it overtourism, and they looked at many other places
to see what they are doing? They're not talking, they're already taking actions and that
was the gist of it is like, well yes, we understand Hawaii is different from other places,
it doesn't mean that we can't look at other locations and maybe get a bit from column
A and column B and see what they are suggesting to change the parameters of the
tourism. So, in your spare time, if you guys have spare time, you might take a glance
at that pretty short editorial in Civil Beat, this morning.

And of course, that relates, that also relates to the second item which is 21-280, and

as just we speak for South Maui, that's our by-laws, to say we speak for our district, we
had just given general approval that we heard from the community, but in the last few
weeks we have had so much input in South Maui from our community saying we want
to support this as well, even though this is going beyond our district, but they felt this
was worthwhile because yes, it is one island, it is one County. So, what happens in
one part of the island certainly affects all of the others.

So, we do ask you to please expedite that and get it onto the planning commission.
We know that that's going to take quite some time. If you send it on Immediately, they
still have to find time to get it on the agenda, go through that process. So, it will, it
won't be happening immediately, or not near as quickly as the other, 21-39. So, please
do send that on, and we just refer back in conclusion to that old expression, if you keep
doing the same thing over and over, and expect to change, some call that insanity. So,
we have to do something. Other places are doing something to address the similar
problem, we have to take action, too.

So, we commend the Council for taking these actions today and as you have been all
along. I'm watching, as much as I can. It's a lot easier to sit home and watch on TV,
but that you are ramming through that West Maui Plan, and we thank you for the good
work that you're doing overall. Aloha, everyone and mahalo for the opportunity.




